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Appendix B - Vegetation Inventory 
 
Vegetation Communities 

Vegetation Communities are shown on the map at the end of this Appendix 

Mountain Shrub Community 

Red Rock Canyon Open Space is dominated by the mountain shrub community. It is characterized by three major 
components: Gambel oak (scruboak; Quercus gambelii), mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus montana), and three-leaf 
sumac (skunkbush; Rhus trilobata). Gambel oak is a fire-evolved species found along the foothills of the southern 
Front Range.  It grows in solid shrub stands or associated with ponderosa pine and mixed-conifer stands. A dense 
thicket structure is common because of its vigorous sprouting nature.  It does well on lesser-developed soils.  It's 
resistant to stress and disturbance and survives large disturbances such as fire.   

This mountain shrub community also contains an understory of mixed grasses. This understory differs across the 
property but includes sage (Artemisia spp.), rabbitbrush (Ericameria parryi), yucca (Yucca glauca), and cactus.  Native 
grasses that occur in the open space include western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii), big bluestem (Andropogon 
gerardii), side oats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), mountain muhly (Muhlenbergia 
montana), needle-and-thread (Hesperostipa comata) and Parry oatgrass (Danthonia parryi).  Associations of mountain 
mahogany and mountain muhly are considered to be a rare and sensitive association (see Rare Plants and Associations 
below).  In the Red Rock Canyon Open Space the mountain shrub community are mapped as typical, dense, sparse, 
and meadow.  

In Colorado Springs, dense oak and mountain mahogany thickets used to run continuously from Cheyenne Mountain 
through the Red Rock Canyon area north to the Palmer Divide, an extensive belt now fragmented by development. 
This community is important nesting and feeding habitat for birds, residential and migratory, and for many species of 
butterflies, including the Colorado hairstreak (Hypaurotis crysalus), which feeds exclusively on Gambel oak. 

Mixed Conifer Forest 

As the elevation rises quickly, especially in the Section 16 property, the forest changes to a fir-dominated forest from 
the ponderosa-gambel oak ecotone.  Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii var. glauca) has an extensive range and is 
most common at elevations from 6,500-9,500 feet in mixed conifer associations.  It thrives in cooler, moister soils on 
north and east facing slopes and is very shade tolerant although mature trees can thrive on exposed and xeric sites.  
Its adaptation to shaded environments gives the species a competitive edge in dense forests.  High fire frequency 
reduces its dominance relative to ponderosa pine.  It is rare to find fire scars on Douglas-firs.  There are many very old 
Douglas-fir trees throughout the property that have been protected from fire, drought, wind and logging by the large 
rock formations.   

Rocky Mountain white fir (Abies concolor) is also a component of the open space both in the mixed conifer forest and 
in the cool conifer community. It is a relatively slow growing, conically shaped true fir that may reach great ages if 
conditions permit. The rooting habit of white fir is very adaptable to environmental conditions, and can either be 
extensive, spreading across a wide soil base, or intensive, sinking roots deep into fertile soils to gather available 
resources. Either way, though, white fir does not maintain a significant taproot and is therefore very susceptible to 
windthrow if stand conditions are open. White fir is very shade tolerant, however seems to be slightly less tolerant 
than Douglas-fir. 

The difference between mixed conifer and cool conifer communities is that mixed conifer areas are more open and 
contain more equal proportions of the southern slope species of piñon pine (Pinus edulis) and ponderosa pine (Pinus 
ponderosa var. scopulorum) and the north facing slope species of Douglas fir and white fir.  The shrubs, primarily 
Gambel oak and mountain mahogany, show up as understory components because the mixed conifer community 
shows up on areas with less of a slope angle than the cool conifer communities.  
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Mixed Grass Community 

The mixed grass communities are found among the mountain shrub communities in large openings and meadows. The 
grasses found in these openings are similar to the grasses that constitute the understory of the mountain shrub 
communities, and additionally include dropseed (Sporobolus spp.), wheatgrass, and Indian rice grass (Achnatherum 
hymenoides). Native grass communities such as this constitute important foraging grounds for many animal species, 
and are becoming increasingly rare along Colorado’s Front Range due to urban development, weed infestations, and 
woody plant encroachment. 

Piñon -Juniper Community 

The piñon -juniper community is only found on the western edge of the property in very rocky soil on exposed slopes. 
This community is dominated by piñon pine, Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) and one-seed juniper 
(Juniperus monosperma).  Understory components include mixed grasses that are similar to the mountain shrub 
community, but more typically the understory is very open with a low cover of forbs and graminoids.  Piñon pine, a 
shrubby form conifer, reproduces in the shade of other trees when its seed is scattered by birds or animals.  It is 
generally drought tolerant and prefers sites with a high percentage of clear days, intense solar radiation and even 
windy conditions.  Its range is limited by freezing temperature and extremely low precipitation.  Juniper occurs on 
drier mountains and foothills on clay, rocky or sandy slopes, in canyons or wash areas, as well as fields and woodlands.  
It is found over most of the piñon range and mixed with Douglas-fir, Gambel oak or ponderosa pine.  Juniper forms 
open woodlands with sagebrush and grasses and can form pure stands.  They can live centuries but are easily killed by 
fire. 

Cool Conifer Community 

The major components of the cool conifer community are Douglas fir, and ponderosa pine. Also included are white fir 
and the piñon pine.  While this community is usually limited to north-facing slopes, the depth of some of the canyons 
found on the Red Rock Canyon property allows the cool conifer forests to grow on both north and south-facing slopes 
deep in the canyons. Generally, the understory in this community is relatively sparse. 

Some of the deep, cool canyons on the property support small patches of narrow-leaf cottonwood (Populus 
angustifolia) dominated riparian communities.  These communities do not have a map code due to the small area 
covered.  This habitat type can support more mesic vegetation and greater diversity due to cooler temperatures, 
higher humidity, and increased water catchment than other parts of the property. These communities are sensitive to 
disturbance, and provide an important habitat component for many wildlife species on the property.  Narrow-leaf 
cottonwood, chokecherry (Prunus virginiana var. melanocarpa), box elder (Acer negundo) and sandbar willow (Salix 
exigua.) dominate this community type. Other species include Bebb willow (Salix bebbiana), wild rose (Rosa woodsii)), 
snowberry (Symphoricarpos spp.), and ninebark (Physocarpus spp.).  One association found within this community 
type - narrowleaf cottonwood/chokecherry association - is very unusual in Colorado (see Rare Plants and Associations 
discussion below). 

Ponderosa Pine and Gambel Oak Community 

Ponderosa pine and Gambel oak community occurs along some of the sandstone formations on the property usually 
on east or west-facing slopes.  It is a listed community by the CNHP with an S4 rating. This means that, although this 
community type is fairly abundant, it is being fragmented and diminished from its prior extent.  The major 
components of this community type are the ponderosa pine and Gambel oak. Limber pine (Pinus flexilis) was also 
found on the edges of this community. 

Ponderosa pine is a component the Red Rock Canyon forest dominating elevations near 6,500 feet.  Their extensive 
lateral root networks make them extremely resistant to windthrow as well as extremely drought resistant.  Ponderosa 
forests are adapted to short interval fires where the understory is burned. It can live to be extremely old.  There are 
many old ponderosa pines throughout the open space. 
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Niobrara Community 

Many of the community types thus far have been associated with topography. The Niobrara community is 
differentiated by its unusual bedrock and soils. This community occurs only in the calcareous layer of the Niobrara 
Formation on the eastern edge of the property. The major components here include four-winged saltbrush (Atriplex 
canescens), winterfat (Krascheninnikovia lanata), and mountain mahogany. 

 

Rare Plants and Associations 

Known and Potential Rare Plant Associations 

Narrow-leaf Cottonwood-Chokecherry Association.  This association is very unusual in Colorado. Currently, it receives 
an S1 rating, the highest conservation concern for the state. In addition to being rare, this community also provides a 
major food source for wildlife, especially bears in the fall, as well as for many bird species. The dense-layered 
vegetation here provides critical habitat for a number of resident and migratory bird species year round. 

Mountain Mahogony- Mountain Muhly Community.  This association could potentially occur within the mountain 
shrublands on the property.  The mountain mahogany – mountain muhly association is considered to be rare and 
sensitive, and is listed by the CNHP as GU  - unable to assign rank because of lack of  information.  This association is 
found mainly along the Front Range foothills; development has substantially diminished this community type which 
has lead to its conservation rating.  

Potential Rare Plant Occurrences 

Based on soils, location, and overarching vegetation communities, some areas on Red Rock Canyon Open Space have 
potential to support rare plant species.  Potential rare plant species are as follows: 

• Brandegee wild buckwheat (Eriogonum brandegeei) – G1G2/S1S2 - Possible habitat on lower slopes of 
Morrison formation on west quarter of White Acres and southeast corner of Section 16.  This plant occurs on 
grayish soils with bentonite clay derived from Morrison formation or Quaternary derived strata.  Associated 
with four-wing saltbush, blue grama, Indian ricegrass, and Sideoats grama.  

• Torrey’s rush (Carex torreyi) – G4/S1 - Possible habitat occurs in moist meadows around streams in Section 
16.  

• Prairie violet (Viola pedatifida) – G5/S2 – Possible habitat in open areas throughout both sites.  Found on 
rocky sites in prairies and open woodlands in the lower edge of the Front Range foothills.  

• Bell’s twinpod (Physaria bellii) – G2G3/S2S3 – Possible habitat on Niobrara shale outcrops on the eastern 
edge of White Acres.  This species has been found in the Cheyenne Mountain quadrangle north to Fort Collins 
on Niobrara shale outcrops and slopes.  Associated species include mountain mahogany, blue grama, and 
Indian ricegrass.  

• Wild currant (Ribes americanum)  - G5/S2 - Possible habitat in the woody riparian areas along streams in 
Section 16.  

 

Forest Ecology 

Fire, insects and diseases all have had a role in shaping the forest landscape of the open space.  A fire regime is the 
role fire plays in an ecosystem, characterized by frequency, predictability, seasonality, intensity, duration and scale.  
Fire shapes the structure of a landscape, habitats within it and the successional path of the forest.  Most fire-adapted 
ecosystems have a natural range of variability.  Fires in this region can be low intensity periodic fires or high intensity 
stand replacing burns.  The geography of Red Rock Canyon has been protective of the forest.  The characteristic large 
rock outcrops prevented fire from spreading easily and also created cool shaded environments supporting diverse 
microclimates.  
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Dwarf mistletoes spread by 
ejecting a sticky ballistic seed in late summer. 

There is ample evidence of fire having occurred throughout Red Rock Canyon.  Undoubtedly there were periodic fires 
and even the “Big Burn” recorded in the anecdotal record in the early 1850’s probably touched parts of the open 
space.  The east, southeast, south, southwest aspects tend to support the fire adapted plant communities, and are 
more prone to fire.  In combination with slopes greater than 30%, these are areas that fire can spread quickly.   

 

Forest Pathogens 

Insect and disease attacks are other natural thinning agents.  Bark beetles are native to western forests and under 
normal conditions occur at endemic or low levels.  Mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosa), red turpentine 
beetle (Dendroctonus valens) and Douglas-fir beetle (Dendroctonus pseudotsugae) are larger beetles that attack 
older, thick-barked trees.  Mountain pine beetle attacks ponderosa, lodgepole and limber pines.  Trees greater than 8 
inches in diameter and that grow slowly due to old age, crowding, poor growing conditions, drought, or root diseases 
are most susceptible. The old thick-barked ponderosa pines are particular targets.  Douglas-fir beetle affects mature 
trees that are stressed by drought or other insects or diseases.  It prefers larger trees with thicker bark, but can attack 
trees as small as 6 inches in diameter. Red turpentine beetle is a larger reddish bark beetle that tends to attack larger 
pines stressed by drought or fire.  The signs are large pinkish pitch tubes and crumbly sawdust in the lower few feet of 
the trunk.  There can be two or three generations of this beetle per year.  They rarely kill trees. 

Over the last decade, widespread drought and an overgrown condition of the forest has caused a buildup of a 
population of groups of smaller bark beetles.  Ips engraver beetle (Ips spp.) in ponderosa and pinyon pines and a 
Scolytus and pole beetle (Pseudohylesinus nebulosus) in Douglas-fir are some of these.  These smaller bark beetles 
prefer slash and smaller diameter stems, branches and tops of trees. 

Outbreaks of western spruce budworm (Choristoneura occidentalis) occur on a cyclical basis in Douglas-fir, spruce and 
true fir stands.  It is the most serious defoliator of native forests in the region.  During outbreaks, trees may be 
extensively defoliated; causing serious stress that can directly kill the tree or make it susceptible to secondary pests 
such as Douglas-fir beetle. 

Southwestern dwarf mistletoe (Arceuthobium 
vaginatum) is a naturally occurring mistletoe that 
has evolved in the ponderosa pine forest and is 
present in the open space.  It is a leafless parasitic 
plant that spreads by ejecting seeds in late summer 
and that lives by creating an extensive root network 
in the cambium of the host tree.  Spread of the 
parasite is slow, only 1 to 2 feet per year.  The 
visible portion of the parasite is orange, yellow or 
green vegetative growth on the branches.  It tends 
to build up initially in the lower part of the crown 
and gradually spreads upward.  Over time this leads 
to the production of the profusely branched, dense 
masses of distorted branches called “witches’ 
brooms”.  Spread of the parasite is slow, only 1 to 2 
feet per year outward in a forested stand. Birds and 
mammals contribute to the longer range dispersal 
of seeds. Effects of dwarf mistletoe include growth reduction, loss of wood quality, poor growth form, a predisposition 
to other insect and disease problems, and premature death.    

Distribution is patchy with discrete areas of infection surrounded by areas without the pathogen. It is not of much 
concern at endemic levels in non-commercial forests because it will not kill the host tree on its own, however in 
drought years, trees do not have extra resources that can be shared with the parasite. The infected trees can survive 
for decades, even with additional stresses.  Evidence suggest that dwarf mistletoes have evolved with conifers and 
been in Western forests for tens of thousands of years.  Because of increasing forest densities especially in ponderosa 
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pine forests, dwarf mistletoes are probably more abundant than in the 1800’s.  Historically, the spread of this parasitic 
plant was probably controlled by fire and an open stand structure.  Historic, frequent low intensity fires tended to be a 
natural control of dwarf mistletoe through creation of natural openings in the stand and removal of small misformed 
trees and scorching of low broomed branches, thus slowing the spread and development of the parasite.  Because 
dwarf mistletoes have evolved with the forests, they are part of the ecosystem providing food, storage site and resting 
sites for insects, birds and mammals.  Climate, topography and site conditions affect the distribution of dwarf 
mistletoe.  Southwestern dwarf mistletoe is not found farther north than northern Colorado.  A January mean 
temperature less that 6° C seems to be the limiting factor.  Arceuthobium vaginatum are more abundent where the 
elevation is between 6,590 and 8,690 feet or the lower elevational range of ponderosa pine.  Studies have shown that 
this mistletoe in ponderosa pine is more abundant on ridge tops, moderate on slopes and low in bottom areas.  It also 
appears to be more abundant on south-facing slopes less than 30 percent.   

 

Exotic Species 

Seven noxious weeds species (cheatgrass, Canada thistle, diffuse knapweed , Dalmatian toadflax, tamarisk, Russian 
olive, and common mullein) are known to occur within Red Rock Canyon Open Space.   Canada thistle (Cirsium 
arvense), diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa), tamarisk (Tamarix chinensis), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) 
and Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmaticai) are on the State of Colorado’s “B” list, while cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) 
and common mullein (Verbascum thapsus) are on the “C” list. 

Many exotic trees and shrubs have naturalized in Red Rock Canyon.  Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila) has naturalized in 
many areas of the open space. Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) and some fruit trees were also noted. 
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Vegetation Communities Map  
(also seen in Section III: Existing Conditions and Site Assessment page III.8) 
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Appendix C - 2012 Conservation Easements 
Held and monitored by the Palmer Land Trust
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Appendix D - Parking Survey Counts 
 
Survey format adn analysis designed by the Tapis Team.   
Counts collected by the Friends of Red Rock Canyon 
Sample of counts and graph for Lot 1.  Additional lots are shown in graph format only. 
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Ridge Road (Overflow) is not a legal parking area.  Cars in this area are subject to ticketing by State Patrol
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Low use at 26th Street and White Acres Gate results in partial vehicle calculations when averaged.
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Appendix E - Existing Trails Map  
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Appendix F - Potential Grant Opportunities 
These potential state, private, corporate, and federal grant opportunities provide a foundation for 
compiling a comprehensive list of relevant grants for Red Rock Canyon Open Space. 

State Opportunities  

Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Contact: (303) 863-7522; www.goco.org 

Exact dates for every GOCO grant cycle are set by the GOCO Board. However, GOCO generally offers two 
grant cycles annually—in the spring and fall—for the Local Parks and Outdoor Recreation (LPOR), Mini, 
Open Space, Planning and Conservation Excellence programs. Applications for the spring grant cycle are 
typically due in March with grant decisions made by the GOCO Board in June. Applications for the fall grant 
cycle are typically due in August with decisions made by the GOCO Board in December. 

GOCO LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
GRANTS 
The maximum grant request for 
LPOR grants is $200,000 to 
$350,000. There is no maximum 
limit for the total project cost.  
Municipalities, counties, and parks 
and recreation special districts are 
the only entities eligible to apply for 
LPOR grants.  GOCO will not fund 
more than 70% of the proposed 
project’s eligible costs up to 
$350,000.  A minimum of 10% of the 
total project costs must be a cash 
match from the applicant and/or 
partners. Agencies can apply 
simultaneously for State Trails 
Grants as long as scope is different. 
Agencies can apply every cycle for 
phased work.  

GOCO LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
MINI GRANTS 
The maximum grant request for Mini 
Grants is $45,000.  Municipalities, 
counties, and parks and recreation 
special districts are the only entities 
eligible to apply for Mini grants.  
GOCO will not fund more than 75% 
of the proposed project’s eligible 
costs up to $45,000.  A minimum of 
10% of the total project costs must 
be a cash match from the applicant 
and/or partners.  The total project 
cost of a Mini Grant project cannot 
exceed $60,000.  

 

 

 

GOCO CONSERVATION EXCELLENCE 
GRANTS 
The Conservation Excellence 
application is only available by 
request.  The Conservation 
Excellence Grant Program provides 
funding to existing organizations for 
conservation planning, staff training, 
open space assessment, expansion 
of services in underserved regions, 
planning for public access and 
education, and other activities which 
improve and expand the capacity of 
the organization to achieve quality 
land conservation.  The 
Conservation Excellence Grant 
Program is administered with Open 
Space and Local Government 
purpose funds. This new granting 
option is anticipated to be updated 
in the coming years. 

 
Colorado State Parks Trails Grants  Contact: (303) 863-7522; www.goco.org 

Projects that build, enhance, maintain, or expand trails around the state receive GOCO funding through the 
Colorado State Trails Program, a partnership between GOCO and Colorado State Parks. However this is a 
separate funding source from GOCO and can be applied for at the same time as long as the scope of the 
project is different. Maximum grant amount is $200,000, awards must be used within 2.5 years. Cycle is 
annual and applications may be made every cycle. Rresource information is available on the State Trails 
web site. All grant Match Forms require 30% matching funds – no more, no less –of cash or in-kind and/or 
any combination of both. This 30% is 30% of the grant request only, not 30% of the total project cost. 
Eligible match items are what the agency is “bringing to the table”; the contributions of the agency and its 
partners. The more partners, the better. The State Trails Committee is looking for a quality project with 
broad community support.  

http://www.goco.org/
http://www.goco.org/
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Colorado State Historical Fund Grants 

www.historycolorado.org/grants/shf-competitive-grant 
www.historycolorado.org/sites/default/files/files/OAHP/crforms_edumat/pdfs/1412a.pdf 

Archaeological Assessment Grants from the State Historical Fund (SHF) provide funds for the collection and 
evaluation of archaeological information for the purpose of creating a plan for additional work or site 
preservation.  Archaeological assessment is defined as the evaluation of the condition and archaeological 
potential of archaeological sites or historic sites with archaeological resources.  Limited geographical areas 
with known but unrecorded or poorly recorded archaeological resources are also eligible for evaluation.  
The evaluation may include a literature review, surface reconnaissance, limited testing, artifact analysis 
(new or existing collections) or any combination of these activities.  These grants are for evaluation and 
planning for future work, preservation of the site or associated artifacts, or interpretation outside of 
preparing that plan.  This type of grant provides applicants, who are planning to apply for a future SHF grant 
project that includes ANY GROUND DISTURBANCE, an opportunity to plan for anticipated archaeological 
deposits.  If an Archaeological Assessment Grant is awarded, the assessment should be completed and then 
approved by the SHF staff before a Competitive Grant application is submitted.  The maximum grant 
amount is $10,000. 

Competitive Grants include the categories below.  The maximum request amount for the October 2012 SHF 
Competitive Grant Round is $35,000. 

ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Those projects that involve the 
excavation, stabilization, restor-
ation, rehabilitation, reconstruction, 
or the acquisition of a property or 
site, can only occur on officially 
designated properties. By state 
statute, a property must be officially 
designated at the time of 
application.  Designated properties 
include those listed on the Colorado 
State Register of Historic Properties 
or National Register of Historic 
Places. Designation through an 
official municipal or county 
landmarking process that has been 
adopted by ordinance or resolution 
also meets this requirement. 

SURVEY & PLANNING 
Those projects that involve 
identification, recording, evaluation, 
designation, and planning for the 
protection of significant historic 
buildings, structures, sites, and 
districts.  For archaeological pro-
jects, all levels of survey and test 
excavations are considered Survey & 
Planning projects and prior historic 
designation is not required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 
Those projects that provide historic 
preservation information or infor-
mation about historic sites to the 
public.  Field schools and hands-on 
education projects also fall under 
this category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.historycolorado.org/grants/shf-competitive-grant
http://www.historycolorado.org/sites/default/files/files/OAHP/crforms_edumat/pdfs/1412a.pdf
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Colorado State Forest Service - www.csfs.colostate.edu 

COLORADO FOREST RESTORATION PILOT PROGRAM  
Applicants are encouraged to consider and submit 
projects that demonstrate a community-based approach 
to forest restoration that include:  collaboration, 
protection of communities and water supplies, use of 
forest products and scientifically-based ecological 
restoration.  Proposed projects must be located within 
an approved Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP).  The state share of total project cost cannot 
exceed 60% per project.  Matching funds may be 
provided through cash or in-kind. Federal funds and in-
kind contributions are eligible match.  Awards must be 
used within 1.5 years.  

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE COMPETITIVE GRANTS  
(SFA1 – NFP2)  

Non-federal land applicants are encouraged to submit 
projects addressing forest stand improvement for 
hazardous fuels reduction, including defensible space, 
thinning, slash disposal, fuelbreaks, assessments, 
planning, monitoring and prescribed fire.  The grant is 
ongoing, based on funding approval.  Projects with an 
approved Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP3) 
receive priority.  The state share of total project cost 
cannot exceed 50% per project. 
   

 

Colorado Noxious Weed Management Fund 
 www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Agriculture-Main/CDAG/1178305717215 

In 1997, the Colorado Legislature established the Colorado Noxious Weed Management Fund to provide 
additional financial resources to communities, weed control districts, or other entities engaged in 
cooperative efforts to manage noxious weeds.  Organized private interests as well as public agencies and 
local governments were eligible to apply for assistance provided that awarded funds were used to enhance 
weed management efforts within the State of Colorado.  Over the five years that funding was available, the 
Colorado Department of Agriculture disbursed $1,255,000 for noxious weed management, education, and 
mapping. On average, every dollar of the State's investment was matched by more than five dollars of 
private, local, other state, and federal resources.  Awards were made on a competitive basis and 
recommended by a committee of seven individuals representing the perspectives and experiences of 
professionals and elected officials in weed science, state weed management, Colorado government, public 
natural resource management, agriculture, local weed management, and the environment.  May be a good 
grant source when funding is reestablished.   

 
 

  

http://www.goco.org/
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Agriculture-Main/CDAG/1178305717215
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Private Foundation Opportunities 
 
El Pomar Foundation Contact: www.elpomar.org 

Grantmaking is at the core of what El Pomar Foundation does. Since 1937, trustees of the Foundation have 
approved more than 10,000 grants totaling more than $400 million to benefit the State of 
Colorado. Currently, El Pomar contributes more than $17 million annually through grants to nonprofit 
organizations and government equivalents across Colorado. El Pomar is a general purpose foundation, 
which means the trustees approve grants across a broad spectrum of focus areas, including: arts and 
culture, civic and community initiatives, education, health, and human services. Typically, nonprofit 
organizations send in an application to the Foundation. The trustees evaluate it to determine their ability to 
support the proposal based on the mission and purposes established by Julie and Spencer Penrose. 

 
Gates Family Foundation Contact: www.gatesfamilyfoundation.org 

The Gates Family Foundation invests in Colorado-based projects and organizations primarily through capital 
grants which have meaningful impact and enhance the quality of life for those visiting, working and living in 
the state. The Foundation seeks to promote self-sufficiency, excellence and innovation in education, 
healthy lifestyles, community enrichment, connection to nature and stewardship of the state's natural 
inheritance. The Foundation's actions will remain consistent with the founders' intentions and the 
principles of citizenship, entrepreneurship and free enterprise. The Foundation does not establish a dollar 
limit.  Applicants must be classified as a 501(c)(3), or equivalent, by the Internal Revenue Service, and be 
able to provide proper tax-exempt documentation issued within the last five years.   

 
Boettcher Foundation Grants Contact: www.boettcherfoundation.org 

Since 1937, The Boettcher Foundation’s mission has been to invest in the minds and mortar of Colorado.  
They do this by awarding full 4-year in-state scholarships to the state’s top high school seniors and by 
providing capital grants to Colorado nonprofits.  Their grants are instrumental in furthering non-profits'  
missions and in building healthcare clinics, community centers, cultural facilities and more all across the 
state.  The Foundation announced new grantmaking guidelines in 2012.  Capital grants are made in the 
categories of Arts & Culture, Healthcare, Community & Social Services, and Education.  Application 
deadlines vary and the required pre-application and application processes are only available online.   

 
Other Local Foundations 

Other local foundation support should be sought and researched.  
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Corporate Opportunities  
 
Banks 

The Community Reinvestment Act requires banks to invest in the communities in which they collect 
deposits. Because of this, most large banks have a centrally-administered community grants program that 
agencies or citizen groups can apply to for small grants, usually at the beginning of the year. The branch 
managers of these banks also have money that they can give to neighborhood community groups at their 
discretion. To get a larger grant, the program should probably include some kind of economic development, 
like employing local youth. 
 
Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) Contact: www.rei.com/aboutrei/stewardship_community.html  

REI's giving and outreach efforts are centered on developing and supporting strong community 
relationships.  The co-op's success is shared by awarding grants to employee-nominated nonprofits that 
focus on caring for recreation areas or increasing participation in outdoor activities - especially among 
youth.  REI actively partners with leading outdoor groups and nonprofits that share its stewardship 
commitment. Its employees also volunteer thousands of hours each year in service projects to make public 
lands, parks, trails and waterways more inviting and accessible.  

 
Indy GIVE! Contact:  www.csindy.com 

The Colorado Springs Independent newspaper sponsors the annual Indy GIVE! fundraising campaign to 
support area nonprofits.  Several non-profits are selected to represent categories including animals, arts & 
culture, community building, family, great outdoors, a hand up, wellness, and youth.  Applications are 
available on-line and are due to the Independent in mid-summer with the campaign kick-off on November 
1st.  The campaign processes continue to evolve.     

 
Other Local Corporations 

Other local corporation support should be sought and researched. 
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